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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Sub:- Clarification regarding usage of Aadhaar.

This authority has received references seeking clarification on whether
Aadhaar can be used as proof of Date of Birth, Furthermore, it has been observed
that usage of Aadhaar ( as proof of Date of birth) is being interpreted in a differing
manner by various Government Department/ Ministry / Court. In this regard,
following clarification is issued :-

(1) Aadhaar is an identification number issued to a resident after he /she
undergoes the process of Aadhaar enrolment by submitting his/her demographic /
Biometric information. Once a resident is assigned an Aadhaar number it can be
used to authenticate the resident through various modes as prescribed under
Aadhaar Act,2016 and Regulations framed thereunder.

(2) At the time of enrolment/ Updation, UIDAI records date of birth as claimed
by the resident, on the basis of the documents submitted by them such as Birth
Certificate, SSLC Book/ Certificate, Passport and Certificate of Date of Birth issued
by Group A - Gazetted Officer on letterhead ete. If a resident does not have any
valid supporting date of birth document, date of birth is recorded on the basis of
Declared and Approximate date of birth. In case of approximate date of birth the
age is verbally communicated by resident to the enrclment operator and the
enrolment / updation software calculates the year of Birth and by-default, the date
of birth is recorded as 1st January of that calendar year. Section 4(3) of the
Aadhaar Act,2016 mentions'that an Aadhaar number, in physical or electronic
form subject to authentication and other conditions, as may be specified by
regulations; accepted as proof of identity of Aadhaar number holder but, it doesn’t
mention that Aadhaar can be accepted as proof of date of birth. The date of Birth is
recorded on the basis of the self declaration given by the resident. Therefore, in
case of dispute regarding correctness of the date of birth, the burden of proof lies
with the resident,

3. That in other words, Aadhaaris only a proof of the fact the person who is
trying to obtain a subsidy/service by identifying himself on the basis of Aadhaar
number is the same person who had enrolled for Aadhaar after providing his
biometrics and other documents at the time of his Enrolment. Aadhaar is only

- the method of identification of the identity that the Aadhaar holder presented at
the time of Enrolment.

4. That in light of the above, the issue with regard to the correctness of the
date of birth etc., has been gone into threadbare by the Hon’ble Supreme Court
and it has been found that the purpose of Aadhar is to ensure that the person who
seeks to receive the subsidy etc. is the person who had enrolled, is ensured by way

~



5. It is also clarified that role of UIDAI is limited to issue of Aadhaar numbers
d provide authentication services for establishing identity of the i'n.diViduai/’
E:sidents. Authentication means the process by which the Aadhaar number along
with demographic information or biometric information of an individual is
submitted to the Central Identities Data Repository for its verification and such .
Repository verifies the correctness, or the lack of thereof, on the basis of
information available with it. The usage of Aadhaar for delivery of welfare services
benefits etc or for any other purpose and the extent to which Aadhaar is to be vsed
is to be determined by the implementing agencies such as state Governments/
Central Ministries and other agencies.
6. In view of the above, it is suggested that all Central Ministries/ Departments/
State Governments and other implementing agencies may keep in consideration
the following :- : ‘

(a) An Aadhaar number can be used for establishing identity of an individual
subject to authentication and thereby, per se its not a proof of date of birth.
(b) the usage of Aadhaar for delivery of welfare services, benefits or subsidies
pursuant to Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016 or for any other purpose as
‘may be required under any applicable law and the extent to which Aadhaar
Is to be used is to be determined by the implementing agencies such as

State Government / Central Ministries and other agencies.

(¢) Aadhaar which includes Aadhaar card, physical copy of e-aadhaar,
masked Aadhaar, offline Aadhaar XML, and QR code embedded on the
Aadhaar card, may be used as a proof of identity / proof of address along
with other acceptable documents (subject to such terms and conditions as
may be imposed by the Authority from time to time), however, same may
not be used as a proof of date of birth. :
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